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insult, but the very reverse, that the luxurious entertainment
was kept for those who were guests, but that now he was
admitted, no longer as a guest, but as one of the family.

In the same yeai Lorenzo married (22nd May 1488) his
eldest son, Pietro, then seventeen,28 to Alfonsina Orsini, an-
other of that same proud Roman family from whom his own
wife had come. Judging from their after results, as repre-
sented in Clarice Orsini's son Pietro, and Alfonsina Orsinfs
son Lorenzo, these two Roman marriages were not at all
advantageous to the Medici family.

In 1489 20 Lorenzo attained a desire which he had much at
heart. Though only forty, his health was already failing from
hereditary gout. His eldest son, Pietro, showed signs of a
careless and arrogant disposition, which did not promise well
for his success as a ruler of Florence. Lorenzo was therefore
anxious to create a second prop to the family fortunes, so that
if Pietro should fail, Giovanni, his second son, might be able
to retrieve the failure. If he could get the latter made a car-
dinal the family wealth and influence would probably, even-
tually, carry him to the Papal throne: when the family for-
tunes would be assured. It was therefore a great satisfaction to
Lorenzo when by his influence with Innocent VIII he, in this
year, though Giovanni was only thirteen, succeeded in getting
the latter created a cardinal, the youngest there had ever
been.30

In 1490 there began in Florence the preaching of the man
who was in a few years to become the chief power among the
Florentines. Savonarola, a native of Ferrara, had taken up as
a special mission the task of recalling the inhabitants of the
cities of Italy from their luxurious and profligate ways. Hfi
had preached this message first at Florence, as the most im-
portant city at that time in Italy; but, unable to get the
Florentines to listen to his exhortations, he had departed for
several years to preach the same message at Brescia, Reggio,
Genoa, and other places. And it was Lorenzo who, in this year
1490, recalled him to preach again his message of reform in